Transtentorial Herniation by Louis A Finney MD and A Earl Walker MD pp ix+ 162 illustrated 70s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 It is hard for the English reviewer of this American work to resist reacting against the fulsome blurb on its cover by stressing, with similar fervour, some of the book's imperfections. As in the standard university thesis, an orthodox review of the literature (in this case from 254 references) can be very tedious, and here we have a succession of confusing extracts from a literature abounding in contradictory opinions and theories to fit what are believed to be facts. Personal experience from Johns Hopkins Hospital is, however, recorded, but the recommendations at the end of the book are also controversial. Many neurosurgeons already practise much of what the blurb describes as the authors' 'unique plan', while others, no less aware of the problem posed by tentorial herniation, will have doubts about this method of solving it.
But it is good to see a timely reminder of the dangers of air injection and lumbar puncture when tentorial herniation threatens; and it is a pleasure to find that the correct adjective 'stuporous' recurs as an example to all Englishmen who have taken to talking about patients being 'stuporose'. The book is nicely produced and it is recommended reservedly to those interested in transtentorial herniation, bearing in mind that the price is £3 lOs.
Research in Burns
Proceedings of the First International Congress on Research in Burns, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Md., September 19-22, 1960 edited by Curtis P Artz MD FACS pp xiii+422 illustrated 78s Washington, D.C.: American Institute of Biological Sciences Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This collection of 64 papers represents the proceedings of the first meeting on the subject of bums with such a wide and distinguished range of participants. All aspects are considered, including general questions of incidence, pathology and prognosis, fluid, metabolic and serological changes, infection and both general and local treatment. The pros and cons of several recent controversies are given full scope, for instance the case for the importance of sludging as well as some of the objections, also the relative roles of saline and colloid therapies, and some further elucidation of their modes of action. The contributions on toxins and convalescent serum are highly international, with spokesmen from Russia, Czechoslovakia, Belgium and America. Good accounts are also given of the more mundane but no less important topics of local pathology, protein requirements, treatment of infection and grafting. Stimulating lines of thought are suggested on the mechanism and induction of diuresis, the importance of myocardial lesions, the possible role of the liver in blood volume regulation and the increased heat loss and hence metabolic rate caused by damage to the skin. This book brings together the latest views of most of the world's experts in this field, and anyone interested in the very wide range of problems raised by burns cannot fail to find something of interest. There are 14 main papers followed by well-edited summaries of subsequent discussions. The first chapters concern the classification and morphology of the toxoplasma and contain numerous electron micrographs of the parasite and its cysts. These are followed by papers on the epidemiological problems: those concerning the enormous range of potential hosts which include birds, most terrestrial mammals and even whales, possible modes of transmission to humans, and the worldwide distribution of the infection in man. Experimental toxoplasmosis, the general and ocular signs, clinical and pathological findings and the chemotherapy of the condition are surveyed. There is a particularly valuable section on the vexed question of laboratory diagnostic tests.
This symposium does much to clarify the present rather indefinite role that toxoplasmosis plays in the atiology of uveitis. A talented and well-balanced panel have had their ideas well presented to form a valuable contribution to the subject. This is a textbook of midwifery for pupil midwives which has now reached its fifth editionevidence of its success and popularity since it first appeared in 1940. Its aim is to provide the pupil midwife with a comprehensive guide which will enable her not only to satisfy the requirements
Midwifery

